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like me—declaring the end from the beginning, and 


REVELATION Kii. 12, 


Wo to the inhabiters of the earth and of the ſea ! 
for the devil is come down unto you, having 
great wrath, becauſe he knoweth that he hath 
but a ſhort time. 


ee 


HE predictions contained in this book, conſid- 

ered in connection with thoſe of a ſimilar im- 
port in the book of Daniel, * form a prophetic picture, 
which, in reſpect of the grandeur and importance of 
the events delineated therein, the variety and ſingu- 
larity of the particulars whereof theſe events conſiſt, 
the clearneſs and preciſion with which they are delin- 
eated, the exactneſs of their accompliſhment, and 
the length of time taken. up in the accompliſhment, 
is one of the moſt aſtoniſhing objects which it is poſ- 


fible for the human mind to contemplate.” In the 


due examination of this picture, we are led to over- 
whelming conceptions of the preſcience and power 
of God, and feel the propriety and juſtneſs of the 


deſcription which he gives of himſelf —© I am God, 


and there is none elſe; Iam God, and there is none 


from 
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from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 


ſaying, my counſel Wa ſtand, and 1 _ do all wy 


pleaſure. s 

' From the days of 1 through the courſe of, al 
moſt eighteen centuries, down to the preſent times, 
events have been taking place in a regular ſucceſſion, 
which were, in viſion, preſented to the mind of that 
prophet. The power in the form of a monſtrous 
beaſt, beheld by him in prophetic viſion, has actually 
appeared, fixed on the ſeat of the dragon his prede- 
ceſſor, wielding his extenſive empire, breathing a 
ſimilar ſpirit, and, in every particular, verifying the 
character aſſigned him by John. The twelve hun- 
dred and ſixty prophetic days, or ſo many years al- 


lotted for his reign, are drawing to a cloſe. Many 


of the plagues and judgments denounced againſt 
him, have been actually inflficted. Among the vials 
of wrath in ſtore for him, one was, in ſpecial, to be 
poured. forth upon the ſeat of the beaſt ; and its predicted 
conſequences were, that his kingdom ſhould be full of 
darkneſs, and that his ſubjects ſhould gnato their tongues 


For pain, though they would not repent of their deeds. 


"Theſe things are ſuppoſed to have been realized at 
the proteſtant reformation. That revolution ſhook 
the throne of the beaſt, threw a gloom and darkneſs 
upon his councils, and filled his empire with anguiſh 
and vexation. All his malice and rage, as well as 
wit and policy, proved ineffectual againſt the force 
of neui diſcovered truth, the progreſs of awakened 
reaſon, and the ſpreading beams from theſe riſing 
lights. From that day, through the courſe of nearly 


mr! tu centuries, Ught, truth, and reaſon gradually 


— 


3 


advanced, increaſed their ſtrength, and extended 
their influence; while ſuperſtition, in the ſame pro- 
portion, declined, and the empire of the beaſt went 
to decay. A long time previous to the late events, 
the Pope (the proteſtant name for the beaſt) had loſt 
nearly all his ancient conſequence. Of the ten horns, or 
kings, who formerly gave him their power, ſome had 
become his enemies; others had withdrawn from him 
their ſupport; and all had become lukewarm in his 
intereſt. Thus forſaken, he ſurpriſingly waſted away, 
and ſunk in the eſtimation of the world. He no 


longer appeared what he once was, the diſpoſer of 
crowns, the arbiter of kingdoms, and the dread of 


the world.” From this zenith of his power, he had 
fallen, like Lucifer from heaven. During the preſ- 
ent century, I recolle& ſcarcely a fingle inſtance of 


his former arrogance, cruelty, perſecution, and re- 
venge. In the changes and commotions among the 
kingdoms and nations of the world, within our own 


memory, his influence and intrigues have been hard- 
ly ſuſpeted. Among the great princes of the world, 

he has had no weight or authority. The reſpect 
which any of them have ſhown him, has proceeded 
more from civility and good-breeding, from a regard 


for his ſuppoſed virtues, or for order and ſubordina- 


tion in the church, than from any ſenſe of his ſupe- 


riority, or any dread of his power. Though, in 
Catholic countries, he has continued to be acknowl- 


edged as the ſupreme viſible head of the church ; yet 


he has ſeldom abuſed his power : nay, he has borne 


his faculties with a meekneſs ſuperior to that of ſome 
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diate predeceſſor of the preſent pope, was, in his doc- 
trines, morals, and manners, apparently a proteſtant. 
This idea of his character is forced upon us by the 
peruſal of his writings. Among papiſts, indeed, he 
has been called he Prote/tant Pope; and it has been 
reported as the ſaying of the cardinals at Rome, that 
<« two or three more popes, like him, would put an 
end to popery.” So nigh to extinction had this cor- 
rupt form of Chriſtianity approached ſome years 
before the French revolution. Many of its moſt 
groſs and offenſive peculiarities had been either ex- 
ploded, or ſo ſoftened by explanations, or neglected 
in practice, that popery itſelf, compared with what it 
was formerly, had become a mild and harmleſs ſu- 
perſtition. The marks of the beaſt and of the drag- 
on, ſo viſible and manifeſt upon it in ancient times, 
were nearly obliterated, The mother of harlots had 
either become a reformed proſtitute, or having paſſ- 
ed the days of vigour and paſſion, was a mere with- 
ered form in the laſt ſtage of decrepitude, retaining 
but the ſhadow and ſkeleton of former times. 
WIr great matter for exultation and triumph, 
then, can it be, if this feeble and decayed figure has 
been lately toppled down by thoſe mighty convul- 
fions, which have ſhaken all the thrones in Europe, 
all the eftabliſhments in the civilized world; and, 
under the ruin of their empires, have buried — 
who were once the greateſt and moſt powerful of 
princes? What ignorance and prejudice, what 2 
ſtrange perverſion of underſtanding, do ſome re- 
ligious people, among us, diſcover, when they affect 


to rejoice in theſe events, as the fall of Antichriſt ? 
According 


E 

According to the ſcripture idea of the term, who- 
ever apoſtatizes from primitive Chriſtianity, becomes 
inimical to this religion, or obſtructs jits intereſt and 
ſucceſs in the world, is Antichriſt; And now, ſays St. 
John, there are many Antichriſts. But ſurely, neither 
then, nor at any period ſince the days of John, have 


Antichriſts been comparably ſo numerous or ſo pow- 


erful as at the preſent time. If one has fallen, how 
many, what legions have ſtarted up in his ſtead ; and 
theſe, with a rage of hoſtility, unparalleled in the 
hiſtory of the. world, againſt God himſelf, as well as 
againſt his Son Chriſt Jeſus—againſt all kinds of re- 
ligion, though principally, and moſt of all, againſt 
the religion of Chriſt, in every form and ſhape in 


which it has been profeſſed among men—eſpecially - 


againſt its eſſential doctrines and duties. So inveter- 
ate is the malignity of theſe modern Antichriſts, 
againſt the very name of Chriſt, that they ſeem de- 
termined, at every hazard, through rivers of blood, 
and by the conflagration of all the improvements of 
civilized life, to extirpate every monument of him 
and of his religion, of whatever may tend to keep 
up the remembrance of him in the world, and to 
fink his name in utter oblivion. Already, in the 
countries where their power predominates, the era 
of his birth has been ſet aſide, his Sabbaths abol- 
iſhed, his temples and altars pillaged and deſe. 
crated, his miniſters harraſſed with continual per- 
ſecution, maſſacred and baniſhed, and his n 
prohibited. 

To the power which contrives and effects theſe 
things, and to the times in which they happen, what 
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lagguage or deſcfiption, in the book of God, is ſo 
exactly adapted, my brethren, as that which I read | 
to you at the beginning of this Diſcourſe o to the 
inhabiters of the earth and of the ſea, that is, of the | 
world compoſed of earth and water; for the devil is | 
come down unto you, having great wrath, becauſe he 
knoweth that he hath but @ ſhort time. The ſeveral ſyſ- 
tems of tyranny and oppreſſion, of cruelty and ꝓerſe- 
cution, which have preceded the preſent era, are deſig- 
nated in this book by Taz DRAGON, TRE BSAST, 
THE FALSE PROPHET, BaBYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MoTHtR or HarLoTs, and the like. They were 
all, in their day, fo many inſtruments and agents 
of Satan ; and, in general, accompliſhed his views | 
through hypocriſy and the arts of deluſion. But ! 
theſe arts being either exhauſted or worn out, | 
or mankind arrived at a ſtate in which they are no | 
longer liable to be hoodwinked by former impoſi- | 
tions, the devil ſeems to have thrown off the maſk; 
He now ceaſes to hide his cloven foot, and appears 
on the ſtage of the world in his own proper charac- | 
ter, the finiſhed enemy of God and men. As the 
latter only, are ſubject to his influence, knowing that 
his time is ſhort, with all the ſpite and malice of hell, 
he is rapidly hurrying them to the utmoſt depth of 
guilt and miſery. They who formerly held the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs, and believed in ſtrong de- 
luſions, having laid aſide their ancient credulity— 
under the ſame diabolical influence, now believe in 
nothing, and fear nothing; but giving themſelves 
up to the unreſtrained indulgence of all thoſe luſts x 
1 which demons are able to excite in the | 

depraved 
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* depraved hearts of reprobate men, arc filling rhe 
world with unheard- of crimes and miſeries. That 


they are, to a degree beyond what any nation ever 
were before, prompted and aided by the old ſerpent 
the devil, is unqueſtionably evident from the nature 
of their enterpriſes, their manner of carrying them 
on, and the ſucceſs attending them. All theſe are 


different, widely different from what has heretofore 


been known in the hiſtory of mankind. 

Ir is not, indeed, a new thing for men to be am- 
bitious, or for their ambition to be ſtrengthened and 
inflamed by ſucceſs. The ſirſt ſucceſſes of Alexander 
the Great awakened in him an ambition, which, at 
length, aimed at the conqueſt of the world; but it 
Was, at the ſame time, accompanied with plans for 
the civilization of the world, and for meliorating 
the condition of its inhabitants. The old Romans 


were ambitious; but it was by an ambition accom- 
panied with virtue, that they attained to empire. 


While they retained their republican character, they 
were as remarkable for piety and juſtice, as for cour- 
age and valour. They religiouſly preſerved the inſti- 
tutions of their anceſtors, reverenced the gods, re- 
ſpected treaties, deteſted perſidy, puniſhed crimes, 
and cheriſhed: the ſocial virtues. While this was 
their character, their empire was. continually extend- 
ing; and with it, were extended the arts of civiliza- 


tion, and the bleſſings. of order and government to 


the barbarous nations who ſucceſſively fell under their 


Way. Their extended dominion proved a bleſſing 


to. the-world ; and, at length, terminated in that 


. peace among the nations, which prevailed at 
the 


„ 


the era diſtinguiſhed by the birth of the 8 


or PEACE, 
To the principles and manners, the views 20 con- 


duct of theſe old Romans, what a perfect contraſt 


are thoſe of the modern French? In the public 


councils of the latter, it has been proclaimed as the 


motto, the frontiſpiece of their empire, that they 
muſt acknowledge no Monarchy in heaven, if they 
would preſerve their Republic on earth. Avowed 
Atheiſm is the baſis on which the fabric of their 
government, the character of their rulers, and all 
their ſchemes and enterpriſes, are founded. With 
theſe their profeſſed principles, their actions from the 
| beginning, both towards one another and towards 


other nations, have been in perfect uniſon. In the 


unheard-of atrocity, both of the one and of the other, 
they diſtance all compariſon with the very worſt aſſem- 
blage of human beings who have ever preceded them. 
Of the inhabitants of the antediluvian world, and of 
thoſe who once dwelt in the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, it is ſaid, that they were to the laſt, eat- 
ing and drinking, marrying und giving in marriage, buy- 
ing and ſelling. Hence it appears, that great as their 
impieties and vices were, they did not riſe to ſuch 
an height as to diſorganize ſociety, and ſubvert its 
bleſſings. They ſtill, in ſome degree, reſpected the 


rites of hoſpitality, the bonds of wedlock, and the. 


laws of commerce. But in regenerated France, all 
theſe are proſtrated; inſtead of ſocial comforts and 
enjoyments, the neareſt relations betray each other 
to confiſcation, baniſhment, and the guillotine : in- 
ſtead of marriages, no other connections — the 
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ſexes are formed, but ſuch as are liable to be diſſolved 


at a month's warning: fraudulent ſpeculations form 
the bulk of their commercial dealings among them- 


ſelves; and the whole Republic ſubſiſts on the plun- 
der by land, and the ſpoliations at fea, made upon all 


other nations. God drowned the old world, and 
rained fire and brimſtone upon the cities of Sodom; 
but what are the judgments in ſtore for theſe mod- 
ern ſinners, the world waits in awful expectation. 


Tus criſis is alarming ; and the more ſo, becauſe 
the atrocities, now depicted, are not confined to one 
country or nation. The volcano has indeed opened 
in France ; but the combuſtible materials, by which 
it is fed and nouriſhed, are widely extended, and 
continually accumulating among the other nations 
of the world. Not in France only, but in vari- 
ous other countries, is the devil let looſe ; iniquity 
abounds ; unclean fpirits, like frogs in the houſes 


and kneading-troughs of the Egyptians, have gone 


forth to the kings and rulers of the earth, and ſpread 
themſelves over the face of the world : the armies 
of Gog and Magog are gathered together in open 
hoſtility againſt all righteouſneſs, truth and good- 
neſs : they are gone up over the breadth of the earth, and 
compaſs the camp of the ſaints. If theſe things be not 
the predicted forerunners of the general cataſtrophe 


of mankind, they are undoubtedly the ,convulſions 


ſpoken of by St. John, under the emblems of voices, 
thunderings, lightnings, and a great earthquake, ſuch as 
was not fince men were upon earth, ſo mighty an earth- 
quale and ſo great—giving ſo univerſal and tremen- 
dous a ſhock to the civil and religious eſtabliſhments 

| - "ME 


Tf 


E ” 
of mankind. In the diſſolution of theſe, and in the 


conſequent diſorder and confuſion, the laſt vials of 
divine wrath are pouring forth upon a guilty world. 

TEsE things are ſuffered to take place by Him, 
who ruleth over all, that the way may be prepared 
for the univerſal reign of the Meſſiah. This prepara- 
tion will probably confiſt in the immenſe waſte and 
depopulation of the human race. Like the Urachites, 
whole carcaſſes fell in the wilderneſs, after they had ap- 
proached the borders of the promiſed land; the preſ- 
ent generation of mankind, breaking looſe from all 
former reſtraints, and ſpurning alike the dictates of 
reaſon and the precepts of religion, may be permitted 
to give ſcope to their paſſions and luſts, in miſerably 
deſtroying one another, and deſolating the earth-that 
after the deſtruction of the preſent guilty and incor. 


rigible inhabitants, a ſurviving remnant may be ſo 


diſciplined, as to become the loyal ſubjects of the 


Prince of Peace, and enjoy the glorious privileges of 


his univerſal kingdom. That ſomething like this, 
will be the ultimate iflue, the prophecies of Gapture 
lead us to expect. | 

Tusk prophecies are the . of God's faithful 
people, under the proſpect of the ſcenes which are 
now opening, and of the calamities which are coming 


upon the earth. They aſſure us, that over all this 


diſorder and confuſion, this carnage and defolation, | 
theſe fallies of the wrath of man, and malignant ef- 
forts of infernal ſpirits, an Almighty Ruler prefides,. 
who will ſo check, control, guide, and ſuperintend 
the whole, as to ſecure the accompliſhment of his 

N | | own. 


* 

own decrees in the ſinal overthrow of all Antichriſ- 
tian powers, of whatever exalts itſelf againſt the peace- 
ful kingdom of his Son, and in the univerſal enlarge- 
ment of this kingdom, and its eſtabliſhment among 
all the nations on earth. Wicked men may ſtill do 
wickedly, and be influenced by the worſt motives 
in their revolutionary movements; but, like ſire and 
hail, wind and ſtorm, they will undeſignedly perform 
the word of the Moſt High; and in the concluſion, 
it will be Ken, that they have actually forwarded the 
event -which all their devices and exertions were in- 
tended to oppole. 

In St. John's viſion of theſe mighty commotions, 
he /awv an angel flying in the midſt of heaven, having the 
everlaſting goſpel to preach to them that dwell on the earth. 
Hence it appears, that during theſe troubleſome times, 
amidſt the wreck of all temporal intereſts, and the 
conſtant jeopardy of life to them who learn right- 
eouſneſs, while theſe judgments are abroad in the earth, an 
aſylum will be preſented. For the lovers of order 
and peace, while the deluge of ruin is riſing and ex- 
' tending, an ark of fafety is provided. By laying 
hold on the goſpel hope, and ſeeking refuge in this 
ſtrong hold, their moſt important intereſts will be ef- 
fectually ſecured. In the loſs of their earthly all, 
they will Kill poſſeſs the pearl of great price; and 

though their enemies ſhould prevail to take away 

their temporal life, they will receive life eternal in 
exchange. Dying in the Lord, their everlaſting bleſl- 
edneſs will immediately commence. I therefore cloſe 
with the invitation of the prophet—Come, * people, 
* | enter 
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